
 
 

 

 
Legal Alert 
No. 6  

 

 

 

The first GDPR fine applied in Romania for failure to comply with the 
General Data Protection Regulation: Unicredit Bank S.A. is fined EUR 
130,000 

   

Synopsis  A new era is beginning in the implementation of the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)1. 
More than one year after the entry into force of the GDPR, the National Supervisory Authority for 
Personal Data Processing (the National Supervisory Authority) in Romania applied the first financial 
sanction based on GDPR provisions. 

The sanctioned company is Unicredit Bank S.A., one of the largest local banks. The investigation, 
completed on the 26th of June 2019 by the National Supervisory Authority, concluded that Unicredit 
Bank S.A. had breached the provisions of Art. 25 par. (1) of the General Data Protection Regulation. 

 

The facts 
 

 The controller was fined with RON 613,912, the Euro equivalent of EUR 130,000, for failure to secure 
the data protection upon commencement of processing, by designing appropriate technical and 
organizational measures. 

In particular, the sanction was imposed following an intimation of  the National Supervisory Authority 
started on November 22, 2018, indicating that the data concerning the personal identification number 
and the address of the persons performing payments to Unicredit Bank S.A., via online transactions, 
were disclosed to the beneficiary of the transaction through the account statement/details for a number 
of 337,042 data subjects, during the period between the 25th of May 2018 – the 10th of December 
2018. 

Unicredit Bank S.A. had the obligation to process the data limited only to what was for the 
purposes for which they were processed, according to Article 5 (1) letter c) of GDPR (“Principles 
relating to processing of personal data”). 

The Supervisory Authority considered that Unicredit should also have taken into account Preamble 
(78) of the General Data Protection Regulation. 

 

   
Conclusions and 
recommendations 
 

 Under the new regulation, the controller should adopt internal policies and implement measures which 
meet in particular the principles of data protection by design and data protection by default. Such 
measures could consist, inter alia, of: 

 minimising the processing of personal data,  
 pseudonymising personal data as soon as possible,  
 transparency with regard to the functions and processing of personal data, 

 

                                                 
1 Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and of the Council of the 27th of  April 2016 on the protection of 
individuals with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free movement of such data and repealing Directive 95 / 46 / 
EC 
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 enabling the data subject to monitor the data processing,  
 enabling the controller to create and improve security features. 

 
Call to action. 
 
VF offer for GDPR 
training and audit  

 Our team is highly skilled at auditing the technical and organizational measures required to be 
implemented for GDPR compliance. More than one year after the entry into force of the regulation, 
it is time for you to check your compliance status. 

Until end of August 2019, Voicu Filipescu is organizing a special GDPR service campaign. The 
campaign is aimed at: 

 Raising awareness of client teams by performance of GDPR related trainings; and 

 Providing GDPR compliance audit services, in regard of technical and organizational 
measures (privacy by design and privacy by default). 

Be diligent and do not hesitate to ask for help from our team! Ask for a personalized offer that suits 
your company best. 

 
 

 
The information provided herein presents general information and should not be relied on as legal 
advice when analyzing and resolving a specific legal issue. If you have specific questions regarding 
a particular fact situation, please address your queries to:  

Marta Popa, Senior Partner Voicu Filipescu at marta.popa@vf.ro or mobile no. +40722 910 443.  
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


